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June 29, 2012 
 
Members of California Legislature: 

Enclosed is the Strategic Growth Council’s 2012 Annual Report. As required by the SGC’s founding legislation, SB 
732 (2008, Steinberg), this report focuses on our local assistance grant programs, through which we have already 
awarded nearly one hundred million dollars to local and regional governments, agencies, and organizations. 
Though we are tremendously proud of these grant programs and the local projects they make possible, they 
represent just one piece of the SGC’s broader mandate. 

In January of this year, the Strategic Growth Council unanimously adopted its first-ever Strategic Plan. Through a 
series of interviews and focus groups, more than 150 partners and stakeholders provided valuable input that 
helped shape a comprehensive three-year plan. As discussed in the plan, the work of the Council is organized 
around four broad strategies that are modeled after the Council’s founding legislation: 

1. Coordinate State Programs to Achieve Sustainability Objectives 
2. Provide Local Assistance 
3. Fund and Distribute Data and Information 
4. Recommend Policies Advancing Sustainable Communities 

Through these strategies, we help state programs and local governments promote sustainability, economic 
prosperity, and quality of life for all Californians. The Council’s membership—four executive agencies, the 
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, and a public member—lends itself to a holistic interpretation of 
sustainability: we are concerned not only with water quality, climate change, and agricultural preservation; but 
also with affordable housing, public health, and a robust economy. These objectives are inexorably linked, just as 
are the programs of our member agencies. By bringing together multiple state agencies, we have found 
opportunities to find efficiencies and enhance their collective outcomes. 
 
For example, one of the twelve projects enumerated in our Strategic Plan involves identifying barriers to infill 
development, and then developing solutions to mitigate or remove those barriers. By leveraging our multi-agency 
members and our strong relationship with local government, we have found that coordination at all levels of 
government can facilitate strategic infill development. The benefits to this are diverse: infill development 
promotes walking, bicycling, and public transit, which improves public health and reduces particulate emissions; it 
eases the pressures on greenfield development, which allows for increased agricultural preservation; and it plays a 
critical role in achieving the State’s climate change goals as set forth by SB 375 and AB 32.  
 
For more information, we encourage you to see our full Strategic Plan: http://sgc.ca.gov/workplan.html. 
 
We look forward to continuing to work with you to create vibrant, sustainable communities across California. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Heather Fargo 
Executive Director 
Strategic Growth Council 

http://sgc.ca.gov/workplan.html
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SUMMARY & CONTACT INFORMATION 

The Annual Report for the Strategic Growth Council is required by Public Resources Code section 

75125 (e). This report includes a section on each of the grant programs managed by the Strategic 

Growth Council:  

 Sustainable Community Planning Grants 

 Urban Greening Grants 

 Modeling Incentives Awards 

For each of these three programs, the report describes the management of the program, remaining 

balances, and grant requirements/priorities beyond those identified by statute. The report also 

describes all funded applications and lists all unfunded applicants since the previous (2011) Annual 

Report. 

 
For questions or to request a copy of this report, contact: 
 
Heather Fargo 
Executive Director 
Strategic Growth Council 
1400 Tenth Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 324-6665 
heather.fargo@sgc.ca.gov 
 
 
The full report can be downloaded at http://sgc.ca.gov/2012report.html  

 

http://sgc.ca.gov/2012report.html
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SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES PLANNING GRANTS AND INCENTIVES PROGRAM 

 
A. STATUS & MANAGEMENT 

SB 732 created the planning grants and incentives program with funding authorized in Proposition 
84 (2006).   Grants are being awarded in three funding cycles and are administered by the 
Department of Conservation on behalf of the Strategic Growth Council. The first round of awards 
was selected in December 2010 and all Round 1 recipients are currently in contract and are working 
toward completion of their workplan. Program staff work with designated representatives for each 
funded project through the term of the agreement. Round 2 awards were made in May 2012, and 
program staff is currently working to enter each Round 2 recipient into contract. The program has 
not yet solicited Round 3 applications. 

 
B.  REMAINING BALANCES 
 

Grant Project Funds 
Amount allocated for grants: $ 63,150,000 
Amount selected for awards: $ 50,673,260 
Amount invoiced: $ 1,848,550 
Amount remaining (allocated - selected): $ 12,476,740 

 
In addition to the allocation for grant project funds, funds were allocated for data projects and for 
outreach/coordination projects. 

 
Data Project Funds 

Amount allocated: $ 2,510,000 
Amount encumbered: $ 2,315,000 
Amount remaining (allocated - encumbered): $ 195,000 

 
Outreach/Coordination Project Funds 

Amount allocated: $ 1,925,000 
Amount encumbered: $ 1,440,000 
Amount remaining (allocated - encumbered): $ 485,000 

 
C. ADDITIONAL MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS AND PRIORITIES 

In addition to the minimum requirements required by statute, this program has the following 
requirements: 
 

 For applicants to Focus Area 1 (Local Sustainable Planning): 

 Submit a detailed explanation regarding how the Proposal is consistent with its region’s 
goals, including implementing SB 375. 

For applicants to Focus Area 2 (Regional SB 375 Plus): 

 Submit a joint work plan between local governments and MPOs and letters of intent to 
participate in proposed activities from local government partners. 

For applicants to Focus Area 3 (Regional Planning Activities with Multiple Partners): 

 Submit a joint work plan by partners and letters of intent to participate in proposed 
activities from all partners. 

In Round 2, the following threshold requirement was added for all applicants: 

 Plan for Sea Level Rise, where appropriate, consistent with Ocean Protection Council 
Resolution on Sea Level Rise and related guidance.
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The program scores applications based on the following objectives and priorities: 
 

 

Program Objectives (0-60 points) 

 Scope and number of objectives addressed in the Proposal; 

 Improve air and water quality 

 Promote public health 

 Promote equity 

 Increase housing affordability 

 Promote infill and compact development 

 Revitalize urban and community centers 

 Protect natural resources and agricultural lands 

 Reduce automobile usage and fuel consumption 

 Improve infrastructure systems 

 Promote water conservation 

 Promote energy efficiency and conservation 

 Strengthen the economy 

 Indicators indentified to measure the success of the objectives 

 Responses provided and supporting documents 

 Proposal meets the intent of the applicable focus area 
 

Priority Considerations (0-28 points) 

 Proposal demonstrates ongoing collaboration with state, regional and local, public 
and private stakeholders and community involvement. 

 Proposal addresses climate change impacts 

 Proposal demonstrates strategies or outcomes that can serve as best practices 

 Proposal is leveraged with additional resources 

 Proposal serves an economically disadvantaged community or severely economically 
disadvantaged community 

 

Organization Capacity (0-12 points) 

 Organization demonstrates the ability to complete the Proposal within the schedule 
and budget 

 Identify in the work plan how the Proposal will be implanted, including zoning 
updates if applicable 

 

 
 
D. APPLICANT LIST AND SELECTION INFORMATION 

Descriptions of the Round 2 selected applications are on the following pages, followed by a list of 
Round 2 applications that were not selected. To view full applications of selected Round 2 proposals, 
visit http://sgc.ca.gov/selected_apps_round2.html. For information about Round 1 (2010) applicants 
and awardees, see the 2011 Annual Report (http://sgc.ca.gov/2011report.html).

 
 

http://sgc.ca.gov/selected_apps_round2.html
http://sgc.ca.gov/2011report.html


SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY PLANNING GRANT AND INCENTIVES PROGRAM - Round 2
APPROVED APPLICATIONS

APPLICANT
AMOUNT 

AWARDED
APPLICATION TITLE DESCRIPTION

Association of Bay Area 

Governments
1,000,000 Plan Bay Area Implementation

ABAG and MTC propose to support the implementation of “Plan Bay Area”, the first SCS in the San 

Francisco Bay Area region, as part of RTP.  Plan will be adopted in April 2013. ABAG/MTC will monitor 

performance of programs in support of the SCS; provide assistance to local governments in 

implementation of the SCS; incorporate lessons learned into future SCS development.

Baldwin Park, City of 376,292
Development of a Sustainable 

Community Element

Creates a Sustainability Element to incorporate the City’s many sustainable community goals and 

policies into a single authoritative resource and guide for City planning.  The proposed project will also 

afford incorporation of the Sustainability Element into the General Plan to help ensure that 

sustainability goals and principles are incorporated in all City planning and operations.

Blue Lake, City of 134,385

City of Blue Lake Climate Action Plan and 

targeted General Plan/Zoning Ordinance 

Update

The City will perform a citywide GHG inventory, develop a Climate Action Plan, and make targeted 

General Plan and Zoning Ordinance. This will include developing local action strategies that reduce GHG 

emissions, updating targeted elements of the General Plan to incorporate sustainable community 

strategies, and adding an Energy element to the General Plan. 

Brawley, City of 127,600
Climate Action Plan and General Plan 

Amendments

Will develop (1) A Climate Action Plan (CAP) to serve as a comprehensive implementation strategy to 

reduce community-wide and municipal GHG emissions; and (2) Amendments to General Plan elements 

that will support and reinforce the goals of the CAP. The CAP will follow the ICLEI 5-step climate action 

planning process. 

Butte County Association of 

Governments
300,000

BCAG MTP/SCS Transit and Non-

Motorized Transportation Plan

Proposal is to prepare a long range non-motorized transportation plan for integration into the region's 

2016-2040 MTP/SCS. The project will: coordinate local plans into one regional bike, transit and 

pedestrian plan; identify improvements to the bike, pedestrian and transit networks; identify goals, 

policies, and objectives for alternative transportation modes; include a thorough public involvement 

process; and, quantify project objectives.  

Calexico, City of 259,700
Climate Action Plan, Agricultural Element 

and Targeted General Plan Update

Consists of a Climate Action Plan, an Agricultural Element, and a General Plan Update. The CAP will 

follow the ICLEI 5-Step Process. The General Plan Update and Agricultural Element will incorporate 

goals, policies and programs that will reinforce the actions included in the CAP. The Circulation Element 

Update will include a "complete streets" component. 

Chico, City of 185,483
Chico Infill Development and Sustainable 

Design Project

Results in: (1) Comprehensive update of Chico's Municipal Code development standards promoting infill 

and mixed use development; (2) An amended Design Guidelines Manual that addresses residential infill, 

complete streets, passive solar design, ag land protection, and foothill viewsheds; (3) An updated Bike 

Master Plan; (4) An inclusionary housing program; and (5) Focused distribution of the above 

deliverables to smaller communities.
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Clovis, City of 149,211 Central Clovis Specific Plan Update

Comprehensive update of the Central Clovis Specific Plan, a focused land use planning, regulatory, and 

financing effort to supplement the City's General Plan update process.  This effort will continue the city's 

success in revitalizing its central business district, and will provide a replicable model for other Central 

Valley cities.

Coachella Valley Association of 

Governments
999,982 Coachella Valley Parkway 1e11

Proposal will conduct necessary planning for Parkway 1e11: a proposed 54-mile long Neighborhood 

Electric Vehicle, Bicycle, and Pedestrian route. The Parkway mostly follows the Whitewater River flood 

control channel. It traverses through the highest intensity land use corridor with the most potential for 

revitalization and mixed use development in the desert, a corridor with the highest traffic volumes and 

bus ridership. 

Coalinga, City of 100,396 Coalinga Zoning Ordinance Update

This Zoning Ordinance Update will implement the sustainability-focused goals, policies and actions of 

the City's recently adopted 2025 General Plan. It will also serve as a model ordinance for other rural and 

small communities. Design guidelines will provide assistance to applicants and decisionmakers in 

considering simple options for how new projects can reinforce the character of the community. 

East Palo Alto, City of 1,000,000
East Palo Alto General Plan and Zoning 

Code Update 

Revised General Plan policies and implementation measures, accompanied by zoning code revisions 

consistent with the SGC’s objectives, will establish a safe compact community serving not only local 

residents but also regional needs. 

Fresno Council of 

Governments
1,000,000

San Joaquin Valley Greenprint, Modeling 

and SCS Completion Project

Proposal will allow for implementation of strategies within the Blueprint Roadmap aimed at protecting, 

preserving and enhancing environmental, agricultural, natural and recreational lands and resources; 

encouraging location and resource efficient development and promoting in-fill development within 

existing communities.  Tasks presented to accomplish these strategies are:  1. Greenprint Integration; 2. 

Valley-wide Model Refinement; 3. Sustainable Communities Strategies implementation.

Gridley, City of 445,973

City of Gridley Greenhouse Gas 

Reduction Plan, Development Code 

Update, and Infill Design Guidelines

Four components: (1) Greenhouse Gas Reduction Plan; (2) Updates to the Development Code and 

Improvement Standards; (3) Infill Design Guidelines; and (4) Custom tool to estimate VMT reductions 

associated with land use mix, density, design, and transit access. These components are necessary to 

implement the vision of the forward-thinking 2030 General Plan. 

Hawthorne, City of 277,000 Downtown Hawthorne Specific Plan

Completion of a Revitalization Plan for the City’s historic downtown, which will lead to the creation of 

new urban forms and development patterns that are sustainable and energy efficient. The built 

environment will be more compact and built at greater densities.  The implementation of the 

Revitalization Plan and GHG emission reductions will be monitored by key indicators. 

Hermosa Beach, City of 410,400
Comprehensive Blueprint for 

Sustainability and a Low Carbon Future

Will update and integrate its General Plan and Coastal Land Use Plan centered on the vision of a 

'Comprehensive Blueprint for Sustainability and a Low Carbon Future'. The reinvented General Plan will 

advance sustainability and build resiliency into a tourism-dependent coastal city that can serve as a 

model for others.
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Humboldt County 1,000,000

North Coast Integrated Regional 

Planning - Healthy Communities, 

Functional Watersheds and Viable 

Economies

Proposal builds on a collaborative planning framework led by locally elected officials and Tribal leaders, 

helping to ensure sustainable communities in this economically disadvantaged region. Application seeks 

funding for  development of regional plans for energy independence, climate change mitigation and 

adaptation; development of a regional greenprint; model policies and planning modules; and an 

innovative financing plan for energy conservation, renewable energy, natural & built infrastructure. 

Live Oak, City of 203,549
City of Live Oak Downtown 

Reinvestment Plan

The Downtown Reinvestment Plan will provide a vibrant, pedestrian-friendly, mixed-use Downtown 

with recommendations for streetscape, transportation, and other infrastructure investments and 

revisions to Codes/Standards needed to induce infill development. Includes specific design guidance 

and pre-approved site plans to increase certainty for interested developers. 

Long Beach, City of 929,000 Southeast Area Specific Plan

The Southeast Area Specific Plan is an amendment to the City's Local Coastal Program and the 

Southeast Area Development and Improvement Plan area. The Specific Plan will refine and implement 

the community's vision, define community benefits, identify locations for infill development, formulate 

strategies to preserve thriving wetlands resources, and reduce vehicle miles traveled and greenhouse 

gas emissions. 

Los Angeles County 1,000,000

County of Los Angeles Master Plan for 

Sustainable Parks and Recreation - Phase 

One

Phase One of a Master Plan for Sustainable Parks and Recreation will be comprised of individual parks 

and recreation plans for unincorporated areas, focusing on six of the most underserved communities in 

the County: East Los Angeles, East Rancho Dominguez, Lennox, Walnut Park, West Athens, and 

Willowbrook. 

Los Angeles County 

Metropolitan Transportation 

Authority

1,000,000

A Greater L.A: The Framework for 

Regional Climate Action and 

Sustainability (Requested $1,377,133)

Proposal supports county-wide "A Greater L.A.: the Framework for Regional Climate Action and 

Sustainability.” This will include integrating research; convening stakeholders and experts; drafting a 

suite of model ordinances, best practices, and technical guidance; and providing technical assistance to 

communities in LA County.  This proposal is a partnership between L.A. County Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority and the Los Angeles Regional Collaborative for Climate Action and 

Sustainability.

Merced, City of 294,268
City of Merced Programmatic Climate 

Action Plan and Implementing Codes

The project streamlines the City's development review process and includes the adoption of three 

interrelated components: a Programmatic Climate Action Plan; amended code and standards; and a 

Unified Design Manual.  

Mono County 326,514
Mono County Sustainable Communities 

Policy Project

Includes targeted General Plan Update (GPU), Climate Action Plan (CAP) and sage grouse conservation 

policy development. The GPU will target policy issues addressing sustainable communities, and the CAP 

and sage grouse conservation work provide the necessary information for effective GHG emission 

reduction, climate change adaptation, and targeted candidate species protection policies, as well as 

future CEQA tiering.

Mountain View, City of 503,850 Mountain View Zoning Updates

Targeted zoning updates will implement key General Plan strategies that support sustainable 

communities. This project will focus on addressing community values articulated in the General Plan for 

Quality of Life, Sustainability, Diversity, Health and Wellness, and Economics. The project also includes 

analysis of how to incorporate “Eco-Districts” into the planning process.
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Oakland, City of 999,836
The Oakland Sustainable Neighborhoods 

Initiative

Integrates different affordable housing, public transit, and neighborhood revitalization efforts in the 

International Boulevard Corridor. Will result in the identification of priority projects, plans, and 

proposed policies, as well as collaborative investments. Includes collaboration with many other 

organizations. 

Oroville, City of 390,000
City of Oroville's Sustainable Code 

Update and Climate Action Plan

The Sustainable Code Update and a Climate Action Plan (Targeted Updates) will promote sustainable 

land use decisions and will allow the City to revise the Zoning Code and amend the General Plan making 

them consistent. The CAP will meet the City's General Plan and the States climate change policies and 

provide a model for other rural communities. 

Sacramento Area Council of 

Governments
897,821

Implementing the MTP/SCS: A Rural and 

Urban Approach

This project will help implement SACOG’s MTP/SCS.  Provides tools for other regions through new work 

to:  promote rural economic development and address food deserts; provide regional guidance on 

health risks from residential infill near high-volume roadways; create a regional Climate Action Plan; 

provide local governments with enhanced SCS information, tools and performance measures for better 

decision-making; expand analytical tools and best practices for parking and complete streets.

San Diego Association of 

Governments (SANDAG)
885,971

Implementing the SANDAG Sustainable 

Communities Strategy

This proposal seeks to expand ability to collaborate with other California MPOs and to carry out 

activities necessary to implement SB 375. Additional funding is requested to implement strategic 

initiatives to: develop a regional transit oriented development strategy; prepare an active 

transportation early action program; prepare a ‘safe routes to transit’ program; and develop alternative 

land use/transportation scenarios.

San Jose, City of 635,594

Urban Village Master Plan and Zoning 

Revisions for East Santa Clara Street and 

Alum Rock Avenue

Develops an Urban Village Master Plan, and a zoning framework to implement this Plan, for the East 

Santa Clara Street Corridor between Downtown San Jose and Coyote Creek. Then develops a zoning 

code framework for East Santa Clara Street and Alum Rock Avenue between Coyote Creek and King 

Road. This will further implement 2040 General Plan’s Urban Village Growth Strategy.

San Luis Obispo Council of 

Governments
333,716

SLOCOG Prop 84 - 2012 Grant 

Application

Proposal supports development of SCS in next RTP update. Funding allows for: outreach to the public; 

federal, state and member agencies and communities of interest; development and integration of the 

RHNA; GIS mapping for modeling of land use patterns and development of alternative scenarios; 

measurement of traffic impacts; a comprehensive planning effort for analysis of GHG generation.

Santa Barbara County 

Association of Governments
229,515

Sustainable Strategy for Jobs, Housing, 

and Commuting

Proposals develops in collaboration with local member jurisdictions an intensive Transit-Oriented 

Development plan, including enhanced regional transit options and commuter rail, as part of the SCS.  

Addresses central issues the region faces: a significant jobs/housing imbalance and a geographically 

constrained transportation network and development pattern, which together have resulted in steadily 

increasingly long-distance commuting patterns and regional economic disparities.  

Santa Clara County 991,516

Silicon Valley 2.0: A Climate Action and 

Adaptation Plan for Strategic Growth, 

Reliable Infrastructure, Working 

Ecosystems, and a Healthy and 

Prosperous Region

Proposal offers a risk-management model and tools to account for the benefits of climate strategies and 

measures. It maps the values of intersecting objectives to inform strategies for:  natural resource 

conservation; reduced GHG emissions; infill development; infrastructure risk mitigation; diversified 

mobility; economic growth and resilience; energy efficiency; ecosystem services from open space, 

habitat, agricultural lands, and forests; and their impacts on public health. 
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Shasta County Regional 

Transportation Planning 

Agency

528,570
Shasta County Regional SCS 

Collaborative

Proposal builds on collaborative regional effort toward a comprehensive growth and development plan.  

This effort will: result in a jointly developed SCS; provide missing links bring SCS into reality; provide the 

ability to measure, track, and report progress toward program objectives and refine implementation 

strategies over time.  The proposal has been crafted in consultation with local agencies and community 

stakeholders. 

Solano County 275,555
Solano Regional Climate Action Planning 

Program

Proposal will create a Regional Climate Action Planning Program with the cities of Fairfield, Suisun City, 

Dixon, Rio Vista, Vacaville, Benicia, and Vallejo and Solano County. The Program will capitalize on 

existing efforts to reduce GHG emissions and to better position the region to adapt to long term risks of 

climate change. Two main tasks: (1) complete Climate Action Plans for Fairfield, Suisun City, Dixon, and 

Rio Vista; and (2) implement GHG-reduction programs identified in CAPs for Benicia, Vallejo, and 

Vacaville, and Solano County. 

Sonoma County Permit and 

Resource Management Dept.
1,000,000

Sonoma County Greenhouse Gas 

Reduction and Implementation Program

In partnership cities and non-profits, a county wide Climate Action Plan is proposed to locally implement 

the region's SB 375 SCS.  Effort includes:  1) policies and programs that institutionalize a collaborative 

vision for quantifiable GHG reduction; 2) model implementation code and best practices for update of 

general plans, zoning and building codes, and municipal operations; 3) A local adoption process and 

mechanism to track progress toward achievement of desired outcomes.

South Gate, City of 570,000
South Gate Specific Plan For Tweedy 

Mile And Hollydale Areas

Will complete a Specific Plan for two commercial districts: Tweedy Boulevard and Hollydale Village. The 

Specific Plan will be based on sustainability and GHG emission reduction strategies, advocating a new 

and compact urban form of higher density, mixed-use, transit-oriented developments.  Will include key 

indicators that will be regularly monitored to measure its rate of implementation resulting in GHG 

emission reduction. 

Southern California 

Association of Governments 

(SCAG)

1,000,000
Building Sustainable Communities in 

Southern California

Proposal includes three initiatives to help implement the 2012 RTP/SCS: 1. Providing General Plan 

Update assistance to local jurisdictions to support SCS implementation (technical and financial 

assistance); 2. Performance monitoring tools and report for local jurisdictions to assess progress in SCS 

implementation; 3. An SCS Implementation Guidebook and best practices resources through a regional 

learning network to assist local jurisdictions.

Tahoe Metropolitan Planning 

Organization 
875,000

Enhancing the Tahoe Basin Sustainable 

Communities Program

This project proposes to fund a way for the TMPO to collaborate with local governments to implement 

SB 375 and AB 32 at the local, state, and regional level and further the Tahoe Sustainable Communities 

efforts already underway. Enhancing the Tahoe Basin Sustainable Communities Program is the bridge 

between planning and implementation for regional and local stakeholders.

Tulare County 939,861

AAA Water and MT Sewer Project 

(Allensworth, Alpaugh, Angiola, and 

Matheny Tract)

Consists of two pilots that will demonstrate sustainable models to improve living conditions in 

disadvantaged rural communities: (1) A plan to address arsenic contamination in drinking water by 

combining resources from Allensworth, Alpaugh, and the Angiola Water District; (2) A plan to eliminate 

polluting onsite septic systems in Matheny Tract by connecting existing homes to City of Tulare’s 

wastewater system. 
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Tulare County 383,853 Sustainable Highway Corridor Plan

The Sustainable Highway Corridor Plan will serve as a foundation planning document to guide the 

preparation of future community plans for unincorporated and economically disadvantaged 

communities along the Highway 99 corridor, and provide sustainable planning practices, standards and 

strategies for the abundant agricultural and natural lands in between the communities. 

Tulare, City of 192,575
Tulare Improvement Standards (TIS) 

Update Project 

Includes the following components: (1) Update both the Subdivision Ordinance (SO) and Engineering 

Improvement Standards (EI Standards); (2) Incorporate transit-oriented design criteria in the SO and EI 

Standards; (3) Integrate the goals and action steps of the Climate Action Plan with the SO and EI 

Standards; (4) Incorporate complete streets concepts into both the SO and EI Standards.

Vallejo, City of 742,500
Integrated Revitalization Program for 

Sustainable Progress

The Program consists of preparing a Sonoma Boulevard corridor specific plan and integrating this plan 

with the existing Downtown, Waterfront and Mare Island plans. To implement these planning efforts, 

the Program updates targeted elements of the Vallejo General Plan and zoning regulations to support 

GHG reductions and improve the linkage between land use and transportation. 

Ventura County 412,964
Saticoy Area Plan Update: Creating a 

Sustainable and Vital Community

Comprehensive update to the Saticoy Area Plan that includes Zoning Ordinance amendments and 

Design Guidelines. Will introduce a variety of innovative circulation and land use policies that meet the 

goals of AB32, SB375, and the Sustainable Communities Planning Grant program. 

Watsonville, City of 298,825 City of Watsonville Cilmate Action Plan

Comprehensive Climate Action Plan to assess GHG impacts in government and local industry, integrated 

with the 2030 VISTA General Plan. Includes development of a voluntary Local Carbon Offset Program 

and an inventory of projects that might be suitable for the AB32 Community Benefit Fund. Includes 

extensive resident outreach program and will be fully coordinated with others in the region. 
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APPLICANT APPLICANT APPLICANT
Agoura Hills (City of) Los Angeles (City of) San Buenaventura (City of)

Albany (City of) Lynwood (City of) San Diego (City of)

Aliso Viejo (City of) Madera (County of) San Fernando (City of)

Antioch (City of) Madera County Transportation Comm. San Francisco City Planning Dept.

Apple Valley (Town of) Malibu City Planning San Jacinto (City of)

Arroyo Grande (City of) Mammoth Lakes (Town of) San Luis Obispo (County of)

Bakersfield (City of) Marin (County of) San Mateo (County of)

Bishop (City of) Marin Engergy Authority San Mateo City/County Assoc. of Govts

Burbank (City of) Mendocino (County of) San Pablo (City of)

Butte (County of) Mendota (City of) Sanger (City of)

Cathedral City Monterey (County of) Santa Barabara (County of)

Chula Vista (City of) Monterey Bay Area Assoc. of Govts South Gate (City of)

Chula Vista (City of) Moreno Valley (City of) Temecula (City of)

Citrus Heights (City of) Morro Bay (City of) Temple City

Coachella (City of) Napa (County of) Torrance (City of)

Colton (City of) Oakdale (City of) Truckee (Town of)

Colusa (City of) Ojai (City of) Tuolumne (County of)

Davis (City of) Orange (City of) Turlock (City of)

Delano (City of) Oxnard (City of) Turlock (City of)

Dinuba (City of) Palmdale (City of) Wasco (City of)

El Monte City Economic Development Dept. Parlier (City of) West Hollywood (City of)

Folsom (City of) Pico Rivera (City of) Westmorland (City of)

Fremont (City of) Placer County Planning Division Windsor (Town of)

Fresno City Development and Resource Mgmt. Dept. Plumas (County of) Winters (City of)

Goleta (City of) Rancho Cucamonga (City of) Woodland (City of)

Hayward (City of) Rancho Santa Margarita (City of) Yuba City

Inglewood (City of) Richmond (City of) Yucaipa (City of)

La Mirada (City of) Riverside (City of)

Lancaster (City of) Roseville (City of)

Live Oak (City of) Sacramento (City of)

Livingston (City of) Sacramento (County of)

Los Angeles County Dept. of Regional Planning San Bernandino (County of)

Los Angeles (City) Dept. of City Planning San Bernandino (County of)

UNFUNDED APPLICATIONS
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URBAN GREENING GRANT PROGRAMS 

 
A.  STATUS & MANAGEMENT 

This program is funded by Proposition 84 bond dollars and is administered by the Natural Resources 
Agency on behalf of the Strategic Growth Council. The program is being administered in three 
rounds.  The first round of awards were made in 2010 and are in various stages of implementation.  
Second round awards were made in spring 2012, and grant agreements with recipients are currently 
in development. Program staff work with designated representatives for each project through the 
term of the agreement in order to ensure the successful implementation of the greening project or 
plan.  The third and final round is planned to begin in fall 2012, at which time solicitation guidelines 
will be made available through various channels to encourage potential applicants to submit 
proposals for consideration. 

 
B.  REMAINING BALANCES 

 
Grant Project Funds 

Amount allocated for grants: $ 63,050,000 
Amount awarded (combined Rounds 1 & 2): $ 41,517,079 
Amount expended to date: $ 282,510 
Amount remaining for future award (allocated - expended): $ 21,532,921 

 
C. ADDITIONAL MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS AND PRIORITIES 

In addition to the minimum requirements required by statute, this program has the following 
requirements: 
 

 For applicants with project proposals: 

 Some portion of the project must be located in an urban area. For the purpose of this 
program, an urban area is a geographic area where the existing or planned-for average 
density within a half mile radius of the project or an adjacent geographically-equivalent 
area (minus existing or planned for open space including the proposed project and non-
residential uses) is approximately ten (10) dwelling units per acre. 

 Urban Greening projects must provide public access and/or educational features where 
feasible. 

For applicants with planning proposals: 

 Urban Greening plans must serve as the master document guiding and coordinating 
greening projects in the applicant’s jurisdiction. For the purpose of this program an 
urban area is a geographic area where the existing or planned-for average density 
within a half mile radius of the project or an adjacent geographically-equivalent area 
(minus existing or planned for open space including the proposed project and non-
residential uses) is approximately ten (10) dwelling units per acre. 

 Urban Greening plans must be consistent with the jurisdiction’s general plan or regional 
plan, where one exists. 

 Plans must outline projects that provide public access, where feasible. 
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For applicants with project proposals, the program scores applications based on the following:  
 

 

Statutory Requirements (0-30 points) 

 Project uses Natural Systems, Mimics Natural Systems or Expands Green Spaces 

 Project provides Multiple Benefits 

 Project consistent with State’s Planning Priorities 

 Project reduces Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
 

Urban Greening Statutory Priorities (0-25 points) 

 Interagency Cooperation and Integration/Collaboration 

 Use of Existing Public Lands and Facilitates 

 Use of Public Resources and Investments including Schools 

 Serves Disadvantaged Community or Severely Disadvantaged Community 
 

Urban Greening Additional Priorities and Public Access (0-25 points) 

 Project Improves Public Health 

 Project is Innovative and/or Creative 

 Project is Proposed by a Community More Vulnerable to Climate Change or 
Addresses an Environmental Justice Issue 

 Extent of Public Access 
 

Project Readiness (0-10 points) 
 

Organizational Capacity (0-10 points) 
 

 
For applicants with planning proposals, the program scores applications based on the following:  

 
 

URBAN GREENING PLAN OBJECTIVES 
Need for Plan/Development of Work Plan (0-30 points) 

 Applicant demonstrates need for the development of the Urban Greening Plan. 

 Applicant provides a Work Plan to guide development of the Urban Greening Plan 

 Work Plan identifies process and steps necessary to develop a Plan 

 Work Plan identifies how the need will be formally assessed and documented. 

 Work Plan establishes a specific timeline and budget. 
 

Community Involvement and Participation (0-20 points) 

 Applicant demonstrates active involvement and participation of the community in 
the development of the Urban Greening Plan. 

 

Integration of Entities with Jurisdiction over Project & Existing Resources (0-15 points) 

 Applicant demonstrates involvement of entities with jurisdiction over project 

 Applicant demonstrates assessment and use of existing resources as feasible 
 

Promotes Healthy Community Development and Public Health Benefits (0-15 points) 

 Applicant demonstrates involvement of public health officials 

 Applicant demonstrates steps taken to achieve a healthy community 
 

PRIORITY CONSIDERATION (0-10 points) 

 Community More Vulnerable to Climate Change 

 Serves Disadvantaged Community or Severely Disadvantaged Community 
 

ORGANIZATIONAL CAPACITY (0-10 points) 
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D. APPLICANT LIST AND SELECTION INFORMATION 
Descriptions of the Round 2 selected applications are on the following pages, followed by a list of 
Round 2 applications that were not selected. For information about Round 1 (2010) applicants and 
awardees, see the 2011 Annual Report (http://sgc.ca.gov/2011report.html). 

 
 
 
  

http://sgc.ca.gov/2011report.html


URBAN GREENING GRANT PROGRAMS - Round 2
APPROVED APPLICATIONS

APPLICANT
AMOUNT 

AWARDED
PROGRAM APPLICATION TITLE DESCRIPTION

Alameda County Waste 

Management Authority
75,000 projects

Sausal Corner, Sequoia Elementary Bay-

Friendly Schoolyard Project

Removing asphalt on playground and managing stormwater with vegetated 

bioswales, for use by students and adjacent community. 

Association of Bay Area 

Governments
717,692 projects

San Pablo Avenue Green Stormwater 

Spine

Planting native trees and understory along San Pablo Avenue, and constructing 

rain gardens with curb cuts and bioswales to capture stormwater in the City of 

El Cerrito. 

Burbank, City of 982,109 projects
South Channel Bikeway Urban Greening 

Project-Phase 2

Creating a  native-landscaped 3/4-mile bikeway and pedestrian connection 

between Downtown Burbank Metro link Station and two low-income 

neighborhoods along the Burbank Western Channel. 

Butte County 322,160 plans
Oroville Urban Area Master Greening 

Plan

Plan to provide a vision for greening opportunities and provide services 

including shading for pedestrians and bicyclists, space for outdoor activity, and 

green infrastructure for storm water management.

Capitol Area Development 

Authority
795,000 projects 16th Street Greenscape

Improving Sacramento's 16th Street with  bump outs, trees, curb cutouts, and 

a storm drain system to increase the amount of permeable landscaped space, 

increase shade, and improve pedestrian safety and walkability. 

Citrus Heights, City of 207,000 plans Citrus Heights Urban Greening Strategy 
Plan to refine broad goals and actions into a green vision with implementable 

policies and objectives to create greening projects throughout the City.

Clovis, City of 250,000 plans
City of Clovis Urban Greening Master 

Plan

Plan to assess opportunities to create green streetscapes, develop a water 

efficient plan and palette, and design standards for public landscaping.

Davis, City of 891,304 projects
Downtown Davis Parkway Greening 

Project

Restoring approximately 3.5 acres of a remnant section of Putah Creek for 

wildlife habitat, reconfiguring a section of bike trail to improve bike/pedestrian 

access with new wayfinding signage, creating a native plant garden with 

interpretive elements, and installing bio-swales and pervious concrete to catch 

parking lot run-off.
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East Palo Alto, City of 75,000 projects Cooley Landing Park
Adding green elements to multi-agency park project on SF Bay in low income 

neighborhood. Includes native and drought tolerant trees and understory. 

El Cerrito, City of 239,498 plans El Cerrito:  Green Vision 2035
Plan to identify projects, policies and strategies to create an interconnected 

network of green places and accommodate infill growth.

Farmersville, City of 493,053 projects Farmersville Canal Parkway
Greening and constructing a shaded linear parkway along the banks of an 

irrigation canal along an established route from community to schools. 

Freedom Development 

Group/ Freedom Farms
75,000 projects

Jedediah Smith Elementary Joint-Use 

Community School Farm

Developing a community/school garden in Sacramento, including edibles on 

five acres of vacant land. 

Grant Housing and Economic 

Development
525,000 projects Watts Central Avenue Urban Greening

Removing portions of sidewalk and constructing rain gardens with curb cuts 

for stormwater management. Also planting drought tolerant trees and 

understory, consistent with the LA River Master Plan. 

Hanford, City of 73,597 projects
East Hanford Downtown Streetscape 

Project
Planting street trees in the downtown corridor of Hanford. 

Hollywood Beautification 

Team
349,637 projects Eagle Rock Elementary Greening Project

Replacing large portion of asphalt playground with permeable surfaces, 

bioswales, native landscaping and shade trees.  Creating a garden space for 

both the surrounding community and students. 

Hollywood Beautification 

Team
187,654 projects

Victory Blvd Elementary Greening 

Project

Developing green space outside school library by removing concrete in the 

library courtyard, creating bioswales to capture stormwater, and planting  

trees in courtyard and around the school playground. 

LA River Revitalization 

Corporation
250,000 plans

Sustaining Healthy Neighborhoods in 

the LA River Corridor thru Urban 

Agriculture

Plan to develop strategies for the Cornfields Arroyo Seco Plan Area to utilize 

urban agriculture and urban greening opportunities on public/private 

properties near the LA River. Plan will include strategies for rooftop farming, 

an evaluation of parcels that can be used for farming, urban forestry, 

bioswales, and rainwater capture. 

URBAN GREENING GRANT PROGRAMS 16



Life Frames, Inc. 337,700 projects Bernal Heights Living Library
Planting native understory plantings on streets and in two parks, two 

schoolyards and two low income housing developments. 

Long Beach Department of 

Parks, Recreation and Marine
170,000 projects

Willmore Courts and Ways 

Demonstration Project

Greening section of alley that would be decommissioned and converted to a 

community space by planting drought tolerant/native plants and converting to 

permeable surface. 

Long Beach Department of 

Parks, Recreation and Marine
75,000 projects 14th Street Community Garden

Creating a community garden within an existing community space, including 

planting beds, decomposed granite pathways and gardeners work area. 

Los Angeles Conservation 

Corps
976,000 projects

Hillcrest Drive Elementary Community 

Ecology Schoolyard

Replacing large asphalt area with low mow/low maintenance grasses, gardens, 

and stormwater capture features.  Creating a community space for both 

students and residents. 

Los Angeles Conservation 

Corps
770,000 projects

Magnolia School Community Greening 

Project

Transforming a portion of a paved playground into a green space with open 

areas, a garden, and vegetated bioswales. 

Los Angeles Conservation 

Corps
250,000 plans

Downtown San Pedro Green Outlets and 

Pathways Plan

Plan to identify potential greenway corridors in downtown San Pedro that 

would link natural, cultural and historical heritage sites to the waterfront and 

surrounding open space areas. 

Los Angeles Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority 
530,000 plans

Metro Urban Greening Plan for Park & 

Ride Lots

Plan to identify and recommended greening sites for park and ride facilities 

along the transit system as well as other greening opportunities. 

Los Angeles Neighborhood 

Initiative (LANI)
75,000 projects

Cochran Avenue Community Greening 

Project
Greening small corner site that drains directly to creek. 

Los Angeles Neighborhood 

Land Trust
178,836 plans Transforming Inner-City Lost Lots (TILL)

Plan to inventory and map publicly-owned surplus lots, and create an urban 

greening plan that will assist in transforming these vacant lots into 

neighborhood parks and/or community gardens in low income communities. 

Los Angeles, City of 75,000 projects Vinegar Hill Parkway Restoration Project Planting trees and shrubs along Vinegar Hill Parkway. 
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Los Angeles, City of 250,000 plans Wilmington Urban Greening Plan 

Plan to include needs assessment, greening goals and objectives, open space 

and park acreage, conceptual streetscape plans, comprehensive planting 

palette. 

Mandela MarketPlace 250,000 plans
Ashland Cherryland Urban Greening 

Master Plan

Plan to assess, map, inventory greening opportunities that will incorporate the 

area's development plans and include a plant palette the meets Bay Friendly 

Landscaping Guidelines.

Mountains Recreation and 

Conservation Authority
463,056 projects El Dorado Park on Pacoima Wash

Constructing a public park on a 1.2 acre site with native, drought tolerant 

plants around a nature trail and a stormwater treatment arroyo.  The arroyo 

will detain, treat, and infiltrate stormwater that previously entered Pacoima 

Wash untreated.

North East Trees Inc. 250,000 plans Baldwin Hills La Brea Greenbelt Plan 

Plan to determine the most feasible and community-supported ways to 

connect diverse park facilities.  The plan will evaluate regional access issues, 

local connections from surrounding neighborhoods, and park-to-park 

connections.  The plan will also determine the need for slope stabilization, 

potential for water quality improvements, and natural resource habitat 

conservation.   

Ontario, City of 993,694 projects Town Square Community Plaza Project
Converting a Downtown parking lot into a new town square with trees, plants, 

and permeable surfaces. 

Oxnard, City of, Department 

of Public Works
250,000 plans City of Oxnard Green Alleys Plan

Plan for the restoration of alleys throughout the City to improve stormwater 

management, water quality, pedestrian safety, neighborhood cohesion, and 

plant palettes for demonstration areas. 

Pacific Grove, City of 240,000 plans
City of Pacific Grove Urban Greening 

Plan

Plan to identify how existing public streetscapes may be redesigned to 

incorporate green infrastructure features. This plan includes development of a 

GIS-based watershed model, a public tree inventory, landscaping guidelines 

and a plant palette. 

Richmond, City of 888,338 projects
Ohlone Greenway Completion/Baxter 

Creek Restoration

Creating approximately 1.7 acres of accessible open space and 750 linear feet 

of Class 1 bike trail, restoring 550 linear feet of Baxter Creek including 

daylighting approximately 25 feet of existing channel. 

Richmond, City of 302,818 projects Mathieu Court Alley Greening Project
Creating a green alley by replacing approximately .37 acres of impervious 

asphalt with pervious pavers, tree canopy, bio-swales and community gardens. 
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Sacramento Tree Foundation 990,000 projects
Grant Union High School Community 

Green Space Project

Removing large area of asphalt and converting to promenade between two 

campuses with trees, understory, vegetated bioswales, and benches. 

Salinas, City of 250,000 plans Salinas Urban Greening Master Plan
Plan to identify future green space needs, develop a plant palette, and 

coordinate the City’s efforts into a cohesive document.

San Diego Canyonlands 364,860 projects
City Heights Canyon Enhancements and 

Loop Trail

Linking schools, neighborhoods and parks by creating/refurbishing four miles 

of trails, restoring 13.5 acres of upland and wetland habitat, and installing 

interpretive and wayfinding signage. 

San Diego, City of 250,000 plans North Bay Urban Greening Plan

Plan to identify and recommended green street improvements, develop a 

street tree plan, identify storm water improvements, develop low impact 

design improvements and traffic calming devices. The plan will also include a 

detailed assessment of park/public space/community garden opportunity 

areas. 

Stanislaus County 350,000 plans
Airport Neighborhood Urban Greening 

Master Plan

Plan to develop plant palette, an extensive storm drain study, the 

determination of desirable alignments of non-vehicular paths and trail, and  

the coordination of streetscape designs with low impact development 

practices.  

Tree People 245,660 plans Greening Plan for Inglewood and Lennox

Plan to increase tree planting,  establish practices to harvest rainwater and 

strategic landscaping.  Plan will include a focus on community gardens and 

projects to be implemented by local residents. 

Trust for Public Land 1,000,000 projects
Upper Devereaux Slough/Ocean 

Meadows Acquisition

Acquiring property in Santa Barbara County to convert back to a wetland.  

Existing trails in use; a new trail network will be developed that will be 

harmonious with the new wetland area.

Trust for Public Land 400,000 projects Avalon Green Alley

Decommissioning and converting section of a South Los Angeles alley for 

access to nearby school. Planting drought tolerant trees and understory to 

mitigate heat, capture stormwater and create a community green space for 

low income neighborhood. 

Union City, City of 724,000 projects Decoto Green Streets Project
Planting drought tolerant trees and understory, and constructing bump-outs 

with curb cuts to slow traffic and capture stormwater. 
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Urban Biofilter 240,000 plans
West Oakland Community : Industrial 

Greenbelt Alliance

Plan to create a green infrastructure model to be used as design standard for 

the West Oakland Army Base and Oakland Port Redevelopment Project Master 

plan.

Vacaville Community Services 

Department
522,564 projects

Alamo Creek Community-Based 

Restoration Project

Restoring 10 discrete, but interconnected locations along Alamo Creek. 

Focusing on Arundo donax removal, bank stabilization, revegetation and 

improved water quality. The project sites are accessible by the Alamo and 

Southside bike trails.

Visalia, City of 499,265 projects
Mill Creek Valley Oak Restoration 

Project

Restoring portions of Mill Creek and developing a community park adjacent to 

downtown, hospital, and housing community. 

Vista, City of 994,081 projects

Urban Park, Trail and Water Quality 

Enhancement -> Buena Vista Creek 

Project

Removing invasives along and in the creek and developing a multi-use trail that 

connects to neighborhoods and eventually to a nearby high school. 

Watershed Project 74,724 projects
Richmond Greenway 21st Street Portal 

and Rain Garden

Developing a community native garden, including vegetated bioswales along 

21st Street. 
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APPLICANT  TYPE APPLICANT  TYPE
Alameda County Waste Management Authority Project Pasadena (City of) Project

Aliso Viejo (City of) Plan Sacramento (City of) Project

Anaheim (City of) Project Sacramento Housing and Redevlopment Agency Plan

Association of Bay Area Governments Plan San Diego (City of) Plan

Berkeley (City of) Project San Diego City Redevelopment Agency Plan

California Greenworks, Inc Project San Francisco Recreation and Parks Department Plan

California Greenworks, Inc Plan San Jose (City of) Project

California Greenworks, Inc Plan San Jose Conservation Corp Project

California Urban Stream Alliance Project San Mateo City/County Association of Governments Project

Chula Vista (City of) Project San Mateo City/County Association of Governments Project

Citrus Heights (City of) Project Santa Cruz (County of) Plan

Daly City (City of) Project Santa Cruz County Parks Department Project

Daly City (City of) Project Santa Monica Bay Restoration Foundation Project
Dublin (City of) Project Santee (City of) Project

East Bay Regional Parks Project Sonoma County Water Agency Project

Emeryville (City of) Plan Sonoma Ecology Center Project

Fresno Metro Ministry Plan Temple City Plan

Friends of Famosa Slough Project Tulare (City of) Project

Gonzales (City of) Plan Ubuntu Green Project

Koreatown Youth and Community Center Project University of California Cooperative Extension Project

Laguna Niguel (City of) Project Valley Vision Plan

Lancaster (City of) Plan Vista (City of) Project

Long Beach Dept. of Parks Recreation, and Marine Plan Vista City Engineering Department Project

Los Angeles (City) Bureau of Sanitation Project Waterford City Planning Department Plan

Lynwood (City of) Project Watershed Conservation Authority Plan

National City Project We Can Urban Farm Network Project

North East Trees Project Wheatland (City of) Plan

Oxnard (City of) Project

UNFUNDED APPLICATIONS
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MODELING GRANTS AND INCENTIVES PROGRAM 

 
A.  STATUS & MANAGEMENT 

Proposition 84 Modeling Incentive Funds were allocated to the Natural Resources Agency and the 
SGC by the Legislature to improve the modeling capacity of Metropolitan Planning Organizations 
(MPOs) in order to meet the requirements of SB 375. The Council designated two funding 
objectives: one to focus on MPO modeling and SB 375 implementation (five-sixths of the money was 
allocated for this purpose), and a second to support statewide model development and data 
collection (receiving one-sixth of the funds). Due to Caltrans’ existing administrative relationship 
with the state’s 18 MPOs, Caltrans is administering these funds on behalf of the Natural Resources 
Agency and the SGC. A majority of the MPOs have finished the work funded through these awards, 
and Caltrans is currently working with the five remaining MPOs whose projects are being extended 
into the next state fiscal year. 
 

B.  REMAINING BALANCES 
 

Grant Project Funds 
Amount allocated for grants: $ 10,980,000 
Amount selected for awards: $ 10,980,000 
Amount expended: $ 8,171,995 
Amount remaining (allocated - selected): $ 0 

 
C. ADDITIONAL MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS AND PRIORITIES 

The selection of these one-time awards took place in the 2009-2010 fiscal year, and application 
information is included in the Strategic Growth Council’s 2010 Annual Report 
(http://sgc.ca.gov/docs/2010_SGC_Annual_Progress_Report_Final_Approved.pdf). 

 
D. APPLICANT LIST AND SELECTION INFORMATION 

The selection of these one-time awards took place in the 2009-2010 fiscal year, and applicant lists 
are included in the Strategic Growth Council’s 2010 Annual Report 
(http://sgc.ca.gov/docs/2010_SGC_Annual_Progress_Report_Final_Approved.pdf). 

http://sgc.ca.gov/docs/2010_SGC_Annual_Progress_Report_Final_Approved.pdf
http://sgc.ca.gov/docs/2010_SGC_Annual_Progress_Report_Final_Approved.pdf
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