
Assistant Professor of Environmental 
Governance and Politics, Radboud 
University

adam.calo@ru.nl
adamcalo.substack.com
landscapes.libsyn.com 

Dr. Adam Calo
February 2025The property 

framework and land 
market interventions



Presentation overview

• Policy levers to address land consolidation (land 
markets)

• Summarize the nuts and bolts of the dominant 
property system and why that may lead to 
agricultural land consolidation

• Present select examples of land market 
interventions  



3 strategies for 
changing land use 

patterns



1. Incentivize existing owners 
to manage lands differently



2. Incentivize newcomer 
access to land



3. Rework the way land 
markets function, to 
facilitate diversification



“If there is ONE thing I’d ask of 
funders, foundations and 
philanthropists who want to 
support a transition to 
agroecology and regenerative 
farming, it’s this. BUY LAND! 
There is so much uncertainty 
to resolve, but nothing 
happens without land.”



The Ownership Model



Bedrock legal commitment to property

The Fifth Amendment of the constitution indicates: 
“[…] nor shall private property be taken for public use, 
without just compensation.” 

Fourteenth Amendment says: “[…] nor shall any State 
deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due 
process of law.”

Article 1 of Protocol No. 1 European Convention on 
Human Rights: Every natural or legal person is entitled to 
the peaceful enjoyment of his possessions. No one shall 
be deprived of his possessions [...]



The legal heart of the ownership model

Private state-backed rights to 
acquire, exclude, and dispose



Farmland consolidation and financialization





Prevent foreign ownership



Preemptive rights (right to buy)



The Land Reform Scotland Acts 
(2003 - 2016) & Community Empowerment Acts

• Land Rights and Responsibilities Statement  (2017)

• New Access Code “Right to Roam” (2003)

• New Pre-emptive rights:
• Crofting right to buy (2003) – absolute 
• Community right to buy (2003)
• Community right to buy neglected, abandoned and vacant 

land – (2018) absolute
• Community right to buy to further sustainable 

development – (2020) absolute

• New financing via the Scottish Land Fund
• Establish the Scottish Land Commission (2017)
• Mandate the completion and digitization of the land register 

(by 2024)



IMPACT OF THE LAND REFORM ACTS



https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/fife/4993563/st-andrews-poetry-garden-2/

Warrender, Claire. 2024. “St Andrews Group Wins Historic Scottish Land Ownership Ruling for Poetry Garden Plan.” The Courier (blog). May 28, 2024. 
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/fife/4993563/st-andrews-poetry-garden-2/.

https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/fife/4993563/st-andrews-poetry-garden-2/


Public interest test (community review of sale)



Indigenous land return





Reforming property and political pragmatism

Legal innovations

Mobilizing narrative

Governance 
opportunities



Bedrock legality? 
The Fifth Amendment of the constitution indicates: 
“[…] nor shall private property be taken for public use, 
without just compensation.” 

Fourteenth Amendment says: “[…] nor shall any State 
deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without 
due process of law.”

Article 1 of Protocol No. 1 European Convention on 
Human Rights: Every natural or legal person is entitled to 
the peaceful enjoyment of his possessions. No one shall 
be deprived of his possessions except in the public 
interest



[Thank you!]



adam.calo.substack.com landscapes.libsyn.com

https://adamcalo.substack.com/
https://landscapes.libsyn.com/the-visible-hand-roz-corbett

	Standaardsectie
	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Presentation overview
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: The Ownership Model
	Slide 9: Bedrock legal commitment to property  
	Slide 10: The legal heart of the ownership model
	Slide 11: Farmland consolidation and financialization
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Prevent foreign ownership
	Slide 14: Preemptive rights (right to buy)
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: Impact of the Land reform Acts
	Slide 17
	Slide 18: Public interest test (community review of sale)
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21: Reforming property and political pragmatism
	Slide 22: Bedrock legality? 
	Slide 23
	Slide 24




