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Agricultural land equity is 
when priority producers 
and Tribal land stewards 
have secure and affordable 
access to viable land for the 
stewardship and cultivation 
of food, fiber, medicine, and 
cultural resources without 
systemic barriers, disparities, 
or exploitation.
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California faces an agricultural land equity crisis 
that must be promptly addressed. For decades, 
many producers and Tribal land stewards in 
California have been systemically excluded from 
landownership and secure tenure due to race, 
ethnicity, gender, class, and citizenship status, 
among other factors. Today, these exclusions 
intersect with agricultural land consolidation and 
financialization, climate change, and burdensome 
regulations resulting in negative outcomes for 
agricultural communities and the state’s ecological 
and economic resilience. 

Addressing these harms requires active efforts 
to ensure that priority producers and Tribal land 
stewards have access to secure, affordable, and 
viable land for the stewardship and cultivation 
of food, fiber, medicine, and cultural resources, 
without systemic barriers, disparities, or 
exploitation. In turn, these efforts hold potential to 
benefit all Californians by fostering a more resilient 
and just food system through strengthening local, 

diverse food economies and sustaining healthy 
natural and working lands. 

Established in the California Budget Act of 2022 
(AB 179), the California Agricultural Land Equity 
Task Force is an independent 13-member body 
directed to “submit a report (by Jan. 1, 2026) to 
the Legislature and Governor…that includes a set 
of policy recommendations on how to address the 
agricultural land equity crisis.” 

The Task Force is an independent body 
administered by the California Strategic Growth 
Council. As an independent body composed of 
public members with diverse backgrounds and 
experiences, the Task Force is uniquely situated 
to provide the Governor and Legislature with an 
understanding of people’s lived experiences with 
agricultural land access and tenure.  

Dream Farm in Fresno

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flegiscan.com%2FCA%2Ftext%2FAB179%2Fid%2F2606008&data=05%7C02%7CCamille.Frazier%40sgc.ca.gov%7Ce11c21268e104e06492408ddebdbea52%7Cc95b6f534a1442c5ad9ff5a2dd89a2a9%7C0%7C0%7C638926051943063802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Oy6GMQqiqKNR7lkA8%2FnE5vb%2B0krexAUIUgm9I3DG9zI%3D&reserved=0%22%20\t%20%22_blank%22%20\o%20%22Original%20URL:%20https://legiscan.com/CA/text/AB179/id/2606008.%20Click%20or%20tap%20if%20you%20trust%20this%20link.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flegiscan.com%2FCA%2Ftext%2FAB179%2Fid%2F2606008&data=05%7C02%7CCamille.Frazier%40sgc.ca.gov%7Ce11c21268e104e06492408ddebdbea52%7Cc95b6f534a1442c5ad9ff5a2dd89a2a9%7C0%7C0%7C638926051943063802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Oy6GMQqiqKNR7lkA8%2FnE5vb%2B0krexAUIUgm9I3DG9zI%3D&reserved=0%22%20\t%20%22_blank%22%20\o%20%22Original%20URL:%20https://legiscan.com/CA/text/AB179/id/2606008.%20Click%20or%20tap%20if%20you%20trust%20this%20link.
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Recommendations are divided into six topic areas:

1.	 	Prioritize Tribal stewardship and land return.  
2.	 	Fund and incentivize land acquisition for priority 

producers and Tribal land stewards. 
3.	 	Halt, mitigate, and reverse agricultural land con-

solidation. 
4.	 	Preserve California’s agricultural land while pri-

oritizing equitable land access and stewardship.
5.	 	Prioritize and protect secure land tenure.
6.	 	Support urban agriculture. 

This report is the result of two years of 
public meetings, site visits, guest speakers, 
presentations, and community engagement 
sessions across California. In addition to relying 
on members’ expertise, the Task Force prioritized 
community engagement and outreach throughout 
its process. The views and recommendations 
expressed herein are those of the Task Force and 
not necessarily those of the California Strategic 
Growth Council or the Governor’s Office of Land 
Use and Climate Innovation.

Eleven of 13 Task Force members at their first 
meeting in Sacramento in 2023
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Summary of recommendations 

1.	 Prioritize Tribal stewardship and land return.

1.1	 Establish an Ancestral Land Return Fund. 
1.2	 Embed ancestral land return for California Native American Tribes in the state’s policies and 

programs.
1.3	 Return publicly held land to California Native American Tribes.
1.4	 Enable and promote the implementation of Traditional Ecological Knowledge and cultural 

practices.

2.	Fund and incentivize land acquisition for priority producers and Tribal land stewards.

2.1	 Establish a Restorative Land Fund.
2.2	 Develop and implement a public education campaign to document past and ongoing harm.
2.3	 Provide funding for the purchase of agricultural land to be leased or transferred to priority 

producers and Tribal land stewards. 
2.4	 Establish loan and debt forgiveness programs.
2.5	 Adopt new tax programs and benefits designed to serve priority producers and Tribal land 

stewards.
2.6	 Continually evaluate and improve funding and incentive programs.
2.7	 Expand tailored technical assistance for land access and acquisition.

3.	Halt, mitigate, and reverse agricultural land consolidation.

3.1	 Limit agricultural landownership by investment companies. 
3.2	 Develop local first opportunity to purchase ordinances for priority producers and Tribal land 

stewards. 
3.3	 Establish a California Producer Retirement Fund. 
3.4	 Establish and fund a Land Market Monitoring Program.

4.	Preserve California’s agricultural land while prioritizing equitable land access and stewardship. 

4.1	 Develop a statewide agricultural land preservation and stewardship plan.
4.2	 Improve conservation programs and tools to enable equitable land access and stewardship.
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4.3	 Promote local strategies for agricultural land preservation.
4.4	 Expand state and local government capacity to effectively and fairly lease publicly held land.

5.	Prioritize and protect secure land tenure. 

5.1	 Address power imbalances in landowner-tenant relationships.
5.2	 Expand the capacity of CDFA’s Farmer Equity Office.
5.3	 Establish and fund regional Ag Ombuds positions.
5.4	 Address inequitable policy consequences while respecting the intention of the law.
5.5	 Incentivize and support local governments to adopt zoning and land use planning practices that 

facilitate secure land tenure and stewardship.

6.	Support urban agriculture.   

6.1	 Ensure eligibility of urban producers and Tribal land stewards in existing programs and provide 
tailored funding.  

6.2	 Make land available for urban agriculture and address barriers to secure tenure.

Task Force meeting in San Diego



The Task Force was established to equitably 
increase access to agricultural land for food 
production and traditional Tribal agricultural 
uses. As such, all recommendations included in 
this report are intended to serve and support 
priority producers and Tribal land stewards, which 
refers to those who have been historically and 
systematically excluded from landownership and 
secure tenure. Unless otherwise specified, all 
recommendations are directed to  
the Governor and Legislature  
of the State of California.

Sunol AgPark in Sunol

The full report of 
recommendations can be 
found online in English.

bit.ly/aletf-report

https://bit.ly/aletf-report



