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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  

of Public Instruction 

Innovate ● Collaborate ● 

Serve ● Learn 
California will provide a world-class 

education for all students, from early 

childhood to adulthood. The Department 

of Education serves our state by 

innovating and collaborating with 

educators, schools, parents, and 

community partners. Together, as a team, 

we prepare students to live, work, and 

thrive in a highly connected world. 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  

of Public Instruction 

Topics 

• Collaboration successes and continued 

opportunities in support of Sustainable 

Community Strategies 

 

• Role of the California Department of 

Education in school siting and plans 

 

• Schools and Sustainable Communities 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  

of Public Instruction 

Existing Collaboration 

• Health in All Policies 

• Land Use, Schools, and Health 

• General Plan Guidelines Update  

• CEQA Guidelines Update 

• Sustainable Partnership document 

• Safe Routes to School 

• Green Ribbon Schools awards 

• Healthy Schools Act 

• Environmental education curriculum 

 

4 



TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  

of Public Instruction 

Opportunities for California 

Climate Investments 
• Affordable Housing and Sustainable 

Communities Program 

– Active Transportation Program 

• Low Carbon Transportation 

Investments 

• Energy Efficiency in Public Buildings 

• Water-Energy Efficiency 

• Urban and Community Forestry 

Program 

• Waste Diversion 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  

of Public Instruction 

Role of the CDE 

Develop standards for sites and plans 

• Authorized by Education Code 17251 

• Standards contained in California Code of 

Regulations, Title 5 14001 et seq. 

• Standards are complementary and supportive 

of sustainable development by encouraging: 

– Walkability 

– Joint Use 

– Collaboration with City/County 

– Flexibility in school site size 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  

of Public Instruction 

California’s Environmental 

Literacy Plan 
• California Climate 

Investments and 

schools 

• Green building 

standards and 

green 

schoolyards 

• Living 

laboratories 
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http://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ca/sc/documents/environliteracyblueprint.pdf


TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  

of Public Instruction 

California Perspective 
• 6.2 million public K-12 students 

– More than 9% charter students 

• 10,000+ public K-12 schools 
– More than 1,100 charter schools 

• 1,000+ school districts 
 

• > 125,000 acres of school sites 
(~200 square miles) 

• > 471 million square feet of school 
buildings 

 

Fingertip Facts on Education in California – CalEdFacts are online at 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/cb/ceffingertipfacts.asp  

 

Vincent, Jeffrey M. (2012). California’s K-12 Educational Infrastructure Investments.  

Berkeley: Center for Cities & Schools, University of California. 
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http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/cb/ceffingertipfacts.asp


TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  

of Public Instruction 

CA K-12 Enrollment Trends 

Where we’ve 

been 

Where we are 

now 

School Facility 
Program 1998 to 2015 

Lease Purchase Program 
1976 to 1998 

State School Building Aid Law  
of 1949 and successors 

9 



TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  

of Public Instruction 

K-12 Enrollment 

Projections 
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California Public K-12 Graded Enrollment 
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State of California, Department of Finance, California Public K-12 Graded Enrollment and High 

School Graduate Projections by County, 2015 Series. Sacramento, California, December 

2015. 



TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  

of Public Instruction 

20th Century School 

Buildings Are Aging 

11 

Year Opened Count of Open 

Schools 

Percent of Total 

Pre-1900 17 0.17% 

1900-1949 906 8.90% 

1950-1979 5,221 51.31% 

1980-2014 4,031 39.62% 

TOTAL 10,175 100.00% 

Data is a best estimate compiled using CDE sources (1980-present) and 

California Department of Public Health data. 



TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  

of Public Instruction 

Supporting Sustainable 

Communities 

With State funding assistance, school 

districts have acquired over 16,000 acres 

of school sites (1998-2012) providing: 

• Open space in urban communities 

• Safe school sites in underserved 

communities 

• Schools in new developments 

approved by cities 

• Active transportation opportunities 

• Neighborhood renewal 12 



TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  

of Public Instruction 

Supporting Sustainable 

Communities 
With State funding assistance, school 

districts have built over 90 million square 

feet of classrooms and other facilities 

(1998-2012) allowing: 

• Removal of portables and increased 

playfield area 

• Neighborhood schools 

• Community meeting space 

• Modernization contributes to 

neighborhood revitalization 13 



TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  

of Public Instruction 

Sustainable School 

Projects 

• Infill sites 

• Urban sites rebuilt 

• Joint Use with parks 

• Transit-oriented development 

• Safe Routes to School 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  

of Public Instruction 

Sustainable Standards 

and Best Practices 
Requirements 

• CCR Title 24 

– Green Code 

– Field Act 

• Reducing diesel 

particulate matter 

from school buses 

and other vehicles’ 

emissions by 2023 

Best Practices 

• Net Zero by 2030 

• CHPS or LEED 

certification 

• Converting 

school buses to 

alternative and 

renewable fuels 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  

of Public Instruction 

Opportunities for 

Collaboration 
• Health in All 

Policies 

– Land Use, 

Schools, and 

Health 

• School siting and 

design 

– CDE publications 

– Title 5 

• California Climate 

Investments 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  

of Public Instruction 

Contact CDE 

Juan Mireles, Director 

School Facilities and Transportation 

Services Division 

 

jmireles@cde.ca.gov 

916-445-2144 
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